Issues in cultural property have received increasing attention in the popular and academic press in the last 15 years. The two books under review represent different approaches to studying the problem of the management of cultural property. The first is an assemblage of articles published in Archaeology. They constitute an easily read, informative, anecdotal presentation of instances of destruction of archaeological sites, theft of artifacts, and traffic in stolen goods, and illustrate the varieties of responses by professionals in the field. Largely selected by students, the compendium is supplemented by a brief essay by the editor, K.D. Vitelli, who has been teaching a course on this subject for some years. Each article contains a brief bibliography and footnotes to pertinent recent publications. By themselves the articles do not offer an analytical understanding of the issues behind the cases. For this one needs to look to the end where a series of questions for discussion are posed. These, together with the suggested further reading, will lead the curious and critical reader to a deeper understanding of the issues of policy, legality, and ethics underlying each case. As an introduction, especially for undergraduates or perhaps in a graduate proseminar, this is a book to recommend. The format, however, is somewhat cheap for the price. There are numerous misprints and the subject matter cries out for illustrations.
In contrast, the publication of the papers given at the conference on "Conservation and the Antiquities Trade" sponsored by the United Kingdom Institute for Conservation Archaeology surveys the issues behind international conventions on cultural property, their impact on national legislation, and the activities of dealers, collectors, conservators, administrators, and museum and academic professionals. The result is a broadly based treatment with contributions by legal scholars, representatives of international and national agencies, archaeologists, conservators, a member of the press, a lay person, and two dealers. gling, but also point up the problems of cooperation in an international arena. Butler notes that self-regulation, for example the IADA code promulgated by Ede, has never worked, and he argues that the foremost effective action to protect cultural property is to document it. Such documentation is the subject of Peter Cannon-Brookes's article, which describes the development of an electronic thesaurus, which records material on the market and permits word searches. Certainly, the ability to create and consult easily huge inventories of known cultural artifacts has much potential in controlling the trade in stolen items, though it will hardly help the more virulent one in smuggled undocumented artifacts from illicit excavations.
Turning to policy for conservators, Elia argues why they should "assume that unprovenanced objects are the products of illegal excavation and illegal export unless there is documentation that proves otherwise:' because of the impediments to determining the truth created by the long tradition of dealers and collectors not to disclose verifiable information about their transactions. To conclude, Kathryn Tubb carefully reviews the issues faced by conservators today and argues for their having a more open role in the formation of policy.
In a civilization where products are valued over process and every event and thing is commodified for exchange on the private market, critical examination of the many ethical, political, economic, and social issues of the trade in cultural property is necessary. Anyone reading these books will recognize how the problems of cultural property management highlight the contradictions inherent in the laissez-faire market, illustrate the importance of supporting international agencies and interstate cooperation, and show us how the past is a vital agency of the present. The principal paper on the first topic, by Siain Jones, titled "Discourses of Identity in the Interpretation of the Past," is an excellent discussion of current understanding of the nature of ethnic identity and of archaeological approaches to the subject. Ethnic groups are not monolithic entities that persist through time, but rather categories defined by the people themselves in the context of specific challenges to their territory, economy, or political system. Groups transform their identities through interaction with others. Expressions of a group's identity can vary with circumstances, hence we should not expect a community to employ the same signs of its identity in all contexts. These themes have been much discussed recently by cultural anthropologists, and they provide important tools for archaeologists. Paul Graves-Brown, in a section titled "Ethnicity and Material Culture," draws attention in his paper to the problem of recognizing when an object is a sign of identity, and when it is something else. His discussion bears directly on the larger issue of how we can tell whether the maker of an object consciously fashioned it to express identity, or whether we, the investigators, assign the object that role.
Four papers present studies of material culture and identity in European archaeology. They concern IndoEuropeans, Celts, peoples of northeastern Europe in the Roman period, and populations of early medieval Britain. All contain interesting ideas, yet they make reference to
